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When is Enough, Enough?  A Modeler’s Delima 

A good friend of mine, also a modeler, is about 
120 hours into his current project.  He tells me 
that he still needs to paint and finish his build, 
but he is satisfied that he is past the assembly 
stage.  He has the final paint colors almost set, 
so I suspect he will spend another 15-20 hours 
on the project before he considers it finished 

and ready to show.  My friend is an excellent modeler, and wins when he enters contests, even 
nationally.  But he cannot say he arrives, and excels, at this level easily.  There is no doubt that he is 
walking the modeling walk. 

I think about my friend’s historical arc with modeling.  In the five or six years that I have known him I 
have seen his skillset zoom past mine with nary a glance sideways – it has been humbling!  He has 
moved from modifying outdated Italeri kits to accurizing some of the most challenging kits on the 
market, from the likes of AFV Club and Bronco up to 3D and god-awful block-resin kits.  Each build grows 
larger and more complex than the last, continually raising the bar.  He accomplishes, with considerable 
effort, what many aspire to achieve in our hobby. 

But not all of us. 

Each of us approaches this hobby from our own perspective as we work toward our individual goals.  
One person’s sense of achievement may depart radically from another’s, so much so that one person’s 
modeling niche might seem unrecognizable to someone else.  But I think we all start and (hopefully!) 
end each build so that we may eventually start another project.   

In my own modeling world, the driving force that propels me though a project is the anticipation of the 
next project.  I cannot say for sure that I become bored with my current builds – I don’t think that is the 
case.  I just want (and need) to walk over that next hill, to open that new restaurant menu, so to speak.  
There is something there that I haven’t experienced before.  That next model calls to me.  Modifying a 
model, assuming it is of decent quality, never even registers on my radar – Geez – who has that kind of 
time!  Mama - there’s this OTHER kit that is waiting for me.  And not so patiently! 
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Pulp Fiction Fighters – Aircraft Exported to Latin America for Military Purposes, 1930-1939 

by Dan Hagedorn & Carlos Garcia; Published 2024 by European Airlines 

 

Book Review by William Perry 

This title’s author, Dan Hagedorn, will be remembered by local aviation enthusiasts as the distinguished 
former Senior Curator of the Museum of Flight.  Those with an interest in Latin American aviation will 
recognize Dan as the expert author of numerous books on that subject.  His latest work builds on that 
legacy with a volume focusing on Latin American military aviation in the tumultuous decade preceding 
World War II.  The book begins with a short introduction to the tricky business of selling aircraft in Latin 
America, followed by a country-by-country overview of military aviation developments.  Then a very 
long listing of the diverse aircraft covered by this work.   

The rest of the book is the exciting and beautiful part – 376 color plates by talented artist Carlos Garcia.  
Here are a few teaser pages from the publisher’s website- 
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You’ll notice 
that the 
author’s 
captions are 
quite long - 
Dan uses 
them to 
summarize 
each 
aircraft’s 
acquisition 
and history 
in the 
service of 
the country illustrated.  These short histories sometimes describe shady business dealings, with an 



[TYPE HERE] [TYPE HERE] [TYPE HERE] 

April 2025 Newsletter - IPMS Seattle 

 

18 

occasional head-scratching mystery.   As an example, here’s the caption for the pretty dark blue 
Honduran trainer on the front cover-  

“North American NA-16-2H (NA-20) - Honduras - Although Honduras acquired a pair of NA-16-2As (NA-
42s, msn 42-691 and 692) in early March 1938, these were followed by a beefed-up, well-traveled 
demonstrator, the solitary NA-20 (an NA-16-2H) on November 18, 1938 (msn NA-16-2). Oddly, even 
though it arrived after the two NA-42s, which became Honduran serial 21 and 22, the NA-20 got serial 
20. This aircraft mounted two synchronized .30 caliber guns over the nose, and had three A-3 bombe 
racks under the center line. Unlike the NA-42s, however, for some reason the NA-20 was not equipped 
with a rear, flexible gun mount. Both of the NA-42s had both radio transmitters (Avt. 12-b's) as well as 
RCA Avt.7-B receivers, while the NA-20 had only an RCA Avt.7-B receiver. All three mounted 520hp Pratt 
& Whitney Wasp engines, making them amongst the most powerful of all NA-16 variants. By July 29, 
1940, the service had checked out not less than nine pilots on the aircraft, and FAH-20 had amassed 
52:05 total time that year, while FAH-21 had 46:20 and FAH-22 30:40. The NA-20 and the two NA-42s 
were the pride of the service, and amongst the most potent aircraft in Central America outside of the 
Panama Canal Zone. All three, incredibly, survived in line service at least as late as June 30, 1957, and 
FAH-20 survived to this day on display in front of the FAH Headquarters at Toncontin Field, Tegucigalpa - 
the oldest surviving North American aircraft.” 

Those detailed captions represent an immense amount of aviation research, and we’re lucky that Dan 
has shared them with us in this concise format.  Pairing that information with colorful profiles is icing on 
the cake. The format allows for end-to-end reading, or a random “open & enjoy” approach. 

This book contains many subjects to attract a modeler’s eye, though good luck finding kits for many of 
the planes depicted! Another frustration might be the lack of colors and markings on top of the plane – 
only a port-side profile here.  Luckily, many of these subjects have been covered in greater detail - 
Helion’s Latin America @ War series springs to mind – as well as websites from Latin American 
enthusiasts.  

Physically, the book is nice – a hardcover printed on good quality paper with good color printing of the 
plates.  It’s priced at $50 and is available from the publisher - https://www.europeanairlines.no  

Or the US distributor - https://www.autobooks-aerobooks.com  (cheaper shipping). If this aviation genre 
is remotely interesting to you, then Pulp Fiction Fighters is highly recommended! 
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